Getting Ready for Writing Workshop

The Environment:

· Create a meeting space where the children can come together for mini-lessons and to share ideas and stories.

· It is nice to have an easel available to use for writing charts and stories during your mini-lessons.

· A comfy chair to use as an author’s chair is a nice addition.

Materials:

· It is nice to have a basket for each table group that will hold a date stamp, writing folders and writing utensils.

· In the beginning, children write best with Flair type fine tip markers. It is nice and easy to read and children can’t erase it so you can see their thinking.
Writing folders:
Children can keep their writing organized in easily if you put a green dot on one pocket for work in progress and a red dot on the other pocket for finished work.

· I also like to add a Mini Word wall and an Alphabet Chart for the children to use as resources when writing.

Establish Your Writing Routine:
· Begin Each Day’s Writing Instruction with a mini-lesson.

·  Writing Time – Teach the children writing time is precious and a time to write down the stories they have been saving in their pockets.

· Often you see great things happening during writing time and you may find a need to stop the writers and share what you see happening in a mid-workshop mini lesson.

· End of Workshop Sharing- Take the time each day to share writings between friends at their tables, in pairs or at the meeting area.
Sample Workshop Schedule

9:00 Begin Mini-Lesson

      (May include a read aloud)

9:15   Send children off to write; Give the children time to settle into their writing.

9:50 Ask children to find a stopping place. Share stories or pieces of stories.

10:00 Workshop closes
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What is a small moment story?
Small moment stories zoom in on a moment of life we want to share through writing. Our goal as teachers is to teach the children how to retell a sequence of events with detail and purpose. 

Using good literature that showcases small moments gives children an image of what a small moment looks like.

It provides good examples of how an author can zoom in on a small life moment and turn it into an interesting story.

How to teach children to “zoom in” when writing small moment stories:
Zooming into writing can be compared to photographers zooming into an object they wish to photograph. Talk to the children about how a photographer can look through their camera lens and see the whole beach or they can zoom in and look only at the crab walking in the sand. Like photographers they can zoom in closely on the most important part of their story and focus on the most important memory they want to share.

Story in your pocket…

In order to help the children realize they have many stories to share help them realize they can find stories in every day happenings. When something happens that they think would make a good story teach them to catch that idea and put it in their pocket then when they are ready to write about it they can take it out of their pocket and tell their story across their fingers raising a finger for each part of their story.  They can also touch the pages of their story to help visualize how the story will be placed across the pages. This helps the kids to keep their story focus and see how they want to place the words on the pages of their story.

Words You Know in a Snap!

We are constantly working to get the children to use classroom resources such as the word wall to write words they need in their stories. We work during several min-lessons to help them realize that word wall words are words they know in a snap and that knowing how to write these words makes writing go faster. We teach them to write these words after a quick check of the word wall and stress they should spell these words correctly in their stories. This is an ongoing process and will vary with each child and how well internalized their word wall words are in their head. It is worth stressing during writing and does help the children to strive to write these words correctly.

Writing Close-In Story Endings…

Children often get in the habit of ending their stories with lines such as, ”and then we went home”. When we end stories like this it not only takes away from the story we just wrote, but it also does not make sense to end our stories like this. If we stay with the feelings we have in the story or what we were thinking we show the children how to help their stories have more meaningful endings. Focusing on endings that stay in the moment of the story and show how we were feeling helps in closing the moment we are writing about.
Sketching vs. Drawing…

Sketching is a method of drawing that the children learn to help them get their ideas down on paper quickly. We demonstrate the difference in drawing a picture which entails taking our time and drawing detailed pictures and sketching in which we quickly get our ideas down on paper with enough details to help us remember what we want to say. We sketch with a pencil to hold the ideas of a story on our page.  Then we go back and write the words for that page. We can always go back and add details to our pictures when we fancy up a story.

Editing and Getting Ready for the Author’s Celebration!

Each unit of study has a different focus for editing and celebrating our writing. The first things the children need to learn is to look over their stories for word wall words they can fix easily. Teaching the children to read their stories carefully is easier than you think. They can do this with a grown-up or a peer partner. Next, have them look at their writing and illustrations to decide how they want to fancy up their stories so they are ready to share with the audience.

We do not sit and share as a group, but rather share with each other in a small group or in pairs. We have also invited first graders to come and listen to our stories. We partnered up with first graders and read our stories to them. We have invited teachers, secretaries, and parents to come in and listen to small groups read their stories. We love to share what we have written and are very proud of our accomplishments.
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Teacher
_______________________________________________________   Grade Level  _____________________
	X  Consistently Demonstrating

/  Progressing
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      Needs Development


	Attitude

· Generates topics without resistance

· Identifies self as an author
	Independence

· Cycles through process with independence

· Begins new piece when last is done with minimal teacher support
	Productivity

· Writes more than one sentence on topic

· Engages in writing for an increasingly sustained period of time
	Writing Process

· Uses resources and strategies appropriately to spell words

· Adds details to expand ideas

· Uses writing process including organizer, draft and/or revisions


	Reading Connection

· Re-reads writing with one-to-one matching, making corrections

· Shows growing sound letter connection and high frequency word use

· Re-reads and  monitors writing for clarity

	Date

	Student’s  Name
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Assessment Checklist for Writing Workshop
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