Date

The Honorable _______________

United States Senate or the House of Representatives:

Dear Senator or Congressman/woman:

I am writing on behalf of the State of Maryland International Reading Association Council (SoMIRAC) to request your support of the reauthorization of NCLB under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  This bill has not been reauthorized in the past four years and is in need of reform.  NCLB has been a “one size fits all” testing approach with Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) reports that are unfair. Many schools do not meet AYP if one student in a subgroup fails the test.  As a result, corrective actions and sanctions are targeted at schools that may have high achievement ratings in our schools and on our Maryland assessments (MSA). 

 We support the intent of SoMIRAC to decrease the achievement gap; however, much valuable classroom time is spent on “teaching to the test” instead of providing high quality learning experiences for our students.

We would like to see a new bill where multiple measures of student achievement over time are used and where schools are rewarded for progress.  A growth model of accountability including growth disaggregated by subgroups would more accurately demonstrate student progress.

We believe in high expectations to meet the needs of every student.  In Maryland, we have set high standards for our students with Common Core Standards and are in the process of developing comprehensive assessments for our students.

We also need ongoing professional development to support teachers in the implementation of effective literacy instruction.

We thank you for your support and hope that you will move with reauthorization as soon as possible.  

Sincerely,

Name, School, Address, Position &

State of Maryland International Reading Association Council member

