
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

State of Maryland 

International Reading Association Council 

 

Thirty-eighth Annual Conference 

 

April 14-16, 2010 

Marriott’s Hunt Valley Inn Baltimore   

 



 The 38th ANNUAL 

SOMIRAC CONFERENCE 
presents 

A Preliminary Program 
(subject to change) 

 

7:30 -2:00 Registration 
 
8:00 - 4:30  Exhibits Open 
 
7:45 - 9:15 Bring Your Boss to Breakfast 

  featuring IRENE FOUNTAS  
  
8:15 - 9:15 Featured Speakers 

  ALISON SCHMERLER 

 Featured Authors 

  L. M. ELLIOTT 

 Concurrent Sessions 

 a. Bringing Comprehension Strategies to Life in  

 the Social Studies Classroom  (3-8) 

 Erica Foley   

 b. Reading Your Way to Phonemic Awareness  

 Ann Marie Kelly  (PreK-2) ** 

 c. Cracking the Reading Code with the 

 BRAIN-IN-MIND-The „Missing Piece‟ of the 

 Reading-Puzzle  
 Katie Garner  

 d.   Peer Coaching for Adolescent Writers   

 Susan Ruckdeschel   (3-12) 

 e.  YAC: An After School Club  (K-12) 

 Tammy Quidas      

9:30 - 10:30 Featured Speakers 

  MARGOT SOUTHALL 

  SUZANNE CLEWELL 

 Featured Authors 

  DAN GUTMAN 

  FRED BOWEN   

 Concurrent Sessions 

 a.   Responding to Rangefinding (3-6) (5-8) 

 Rebecca Lamb  

 b.  He Ain‟t Heavy, He‟s My Brother: A Statewide 

 Initiative to Increase African American male 

 Achievement  (Birth-12)   

 Michial Gill   

 c.      In The Middle: The Impact of Family Literacy 

 on the Middle School Student and Family (5-12) ** 

 Natalie Stephenson   

  
 
10:45 - 11:45 Keynote Speaker 

  JEFFREY WILHELM  
 

11:45 - 12:30  Lunch  
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

12:30 - 1:30 Featured Speakers 

  RON FAIRCHILD 

  JEFFREY WILHELM 

  MARGOT SOUTHALL 

  BARB LANGRIDGE 

 Featured Authors 

  FRED BOWEN 

  L. M. ELLIOTT   

 Concurrent Sessions 

 a.  Cross-Curricular Literacy: Powerful Scaffolds 

 for Student Success (K-6)  ** 

 Fran Clay   

 b. Points of Entry: Accessing Reading Skills 

 Through Leveled Instructional Activities  (5-8) ** 

 Michele  Goforth   

 c. Thinking About Reading: Follow the 

 Breadcrumbs  (K-12)  ** 

 Susan Coleman   

1:45 - 2:45 Featured Speakers 

  NANCY GRASMICK 

  ALISON SCHMERLER 

  DONALD BEAR 

  DONALD DESHLER 

  KATHY WALLIS--RtI Workshop  

 Featured Author 

  DAN GUTMAN 

 Concurrent Sessions 

 a.   Cracking the Reading Code with the  

 BRAIN-IN-MIND-The „Missing Piece‟ of the 

 Reading-Puzzle  
 Katie Garner  

 b. Teaching Our Youngest Writers  (K-2) 

 Melissa Hare Landa       

 c. Motivating Students to Improve Reading Fluency and 

 Comprehension  (1-8)  (HS  Spec. Ed..) ** 

 Debby Mossburg   

 

3:00 - 4:00 Keynote Speaker 

  T.A. BARRON 

   
  
4:30 - 6:00 Young Authors’ Receptions 

  TED AND BETSY LEWIN (Grades 2-8) 

  T.A. BARRON (Grades 9-12) 
   
7:00-9:00 Dinner  

 ―Poetry Jam‖ with ARNOLD and JAIME 

         ADOFF and DAVE MESSICK with the 

  Wilde Lake Jazz Ensemble  

  

<><><><><><><> 

 

****NEW IN 2010: VENDOR SESSIONS will be occurring 

during Featured Sessions each day in Pimlico and in Salons A, 

C/D, and E/F at lunch times during each day.  Look for theses 

events in your SoMIRAC Conference Program Booklet.**** 
 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

 
PLEASE  NOTE 

Starred (**)  Sessions are appropriate for 
Title One Audiences  

Featured Speakers and Authors  
are also appropriate for Title One Audiences 



7:30 -2:00 Registration 
 
7:45- 9:15 Books and Breakfast 

   featuring  NANCY CARLSON  
8:00– 4:30 Exhibits Open 

  Scholarship Fund Drive Tickets for Literacy 

  Lottery Available Throughout the Day 
 
8:15 - 9:15  Featured Speaker 

  KATHY LAURITZEN 

  REBECCA CARRANZA 

 Featured Authors 

  T.A.BARRON 

  TED LEWIN 

 Concurrent Sessions 

 a.   Challenges in Text: A Barrier to Comprehension 

 Ronni Cantor  (K-6)  ** 

 b.  Using Technology and Finger Tip Ideas to 

 Support Struggling Readers  (K-8) 

 Franka Dennis 

 c. RTI in the Early Childhood Classroom: From 

 Research to Practice   

 Charlene Iannone-Campbell               
  
9:30-10:30 Keynote Speaker 

  REGIE ROUTMAN 

 

10:45-11:45  Featured Speakers 

  JOHN GUTHRIE 

  SHANE TEMPLETON 

 Featured Authors 

  PAM MUNOZ RYAN 

  NANCY CARLSON 

  PRISCILLA CUMMINGS 

  ARNOLD ADOFF & KACY COOK 

 Concurrent Sessions 
 a. Extending Comprehension Through Literacy 

 Groups  (K-2)  ** 

 Debbie Gray 

 b. Effective Journaling in the Classroom  (3-12) 

 Jessica M. DeAtley       
     
11:45 - 12:30  LUNCH and EXHIBITS       

   

12:30 – 1:30  Featured Speakers 

  NELL DUKE 

  PETER AFFLERBACH 

  JOHN GUTHRIE 

  Featured Authors 

  JACKIE URBANOVIC 

  TED AND BETSY LEWIN 

 Concurrent Sessions 
 a. Unwrap Writing Creativity: Using Sentence 

 Composing to Build Upon the Traits (K-12)  ** 

 Colleen McFarland  

 b. Battling Bullies with Books  (PreK-12)  ** 

 Patty Dean 

 c.   Ell 101: Making Your Instruction English 

 Language Learner Friendly  (5-8) 
 Mamiko Nakata   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1:45 - 2:45 Featured Speakers 

  LINDA GAMBRELL 

  TERRY THOMAS—GRAPHICA 

 Featured Authors 

  JAIME ADOFF 

  BETSY LEWIN 

  PRISCILLA CUMMINGS 

  NANCY CARLSON 

 Concurrent Sessions 

 a. Picture It! Great Picture Books for All Ages 

 and Subjects  (Birth-8)  ** 

 Amy Coleman  

 b. After School Book Clubs: The Power of 

 Sharing a Good Book   (3-6) 

 Carolyn Cook 
   
3:00-4:00 Keynote Speaker 

  TAFFY RAPHAEL 

   

 
 
4:00 -5:00 Literacy Lottery/Scholarship Fund Drive  

 Drawing  

  

7:00 - 9:00  An Evening with the Authors —ticketed session, 

 NOT a  meal event 

  

 ARNOLD ADOFF, JAIME ADOFF,  FRED 

 BOWEN, NANCY CARLSON, KACY COOK, 

 BRUCE COVILLE, PRISCILLA CUMMINGS, 

 L. M. ELLIOTT, BETSY LEWIN, TED LEWIN,   

                         GAIL CARSON LEVINE, RICHARD PECK,  

                         PAM MUNOZ RYAN, SARAH WEEKS,  MARY 

 DOWNING HAHN, JACKIE URBANOVIC, 

 CHARLES R. SMITH 

        

9:00  Ice Cream Social 
  

<><><><><><><> 

 

Hotel Reservations 
 

 Hotel reservations may be made by contacting the Marriott 

Hunt Valley Inn directly between 8 AM and 5 PM.  A limited 

number of rooms are available at a conference rate, so early 

reservations are strongly recommended.  The conference rate of 

$128.00 for Single, Double, Triple, or Quad occupancy is only valid 

on reservations made prior to March 13, 2010.  Contact the Marriott 

directly by calling 410-785-7000. Ask for Reservations or Ext. 89. 

Identify yourself as a member of SoMIRAC to receive the group 

rate. 

 

Reservation Policy 
 

 All reservations require a one (1) night advance payment 

that will be refundable ONLY if the reservation is cancelled by 

March 13, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 



7:30 -2:00 Registration 
 
7:45 - 9:15 Storyteller’s Breakfast 

  featuring CHARLES R. SMITH JR.  
    
8:00 -  Exhibits  Open 
 
8:15 - 9:15 Featured Speaker 

  DEBBIE CLEMENT 

 Featured Authors 

  SARAH WEEKS 

  RICHARD PECK 

  MARY DOWNING HAHN   

 Concurrent Sessions  

 a.  Reading With A Technology Twist (1-5) 

 Zetta Hart   

 b. Writer‟s Workshop: Capturing the Memoir 

 through Journaling the Seeds  (5-12) 

 Janise Lane 

 c. Five Keys to Unlocking the Alphabetic Code:  

 A Multi-Modal Approach to Beginning Reading 

 (Birth-2)  ** 

 Joann Rockwell     
       
9:30-10:30  Keynote Speaker 

  MARGARET MCKEOWN 

 

10:45-11:45 Featured Speaker 

  TIM RASINSKI 

  BARB LANGRIDGE 

  SCOTT MILLER  

 Featured Authors 

  GAIL CARSON LEVINE 

  MARY DOWNING HAHN   

 Concurrent Sessions 
 a. Using Online Reading Courses to Enhance 

 your Literacy Competencies: Attending Class in 

 your Pajamas?  (K-8) 

 Cheri Wittmann 

 b. Engaging the Brain in Literacy: Using Brain-Based 

 Research and Strategies  (3-6)  ** 

 Sally Pruitt  

 c. Powerful Vocabulary Instruction: “Just Let Me 

 Get Acclimated!”  (K-6)  ** 

 Debra Miller  

 d. Increasing Comprehension Skills through 

 Content Area Writing  (K-8)  ** 

 Marcy Roan   

 
   
 
11:45 - 12:30 LUNCH and EXHIBITS 

 

 

12:30 -1:30 Featured Speakers 

  TIM RASINSKI 

  DEBRA MILLER 

 Featured Authors 

  GAIL CARSON LEVINE 

  CHARLES R. SMITH JR. 

 Concurrent Sessions  

 a. Using Literature to Teach Health  
 (PreK-12)  

 Brian Griffith  

 b. Student Engagement on a Teacher Budget  (K-6) 

 Audrey Vohs    

 c. Teaching Text Structure  (K-6)  ** 

 Stacy  Kowaleviocz  

 d. Powerful Questions, Authentic Learning  

 (3-12)  ** 

 Carolyn Lang   

 

 

1:45 -  3:15 Keynote Presentation 

  AUTHOR’S READERS THEATRE: 

   BRUCE COVILLE 

   PAM MUNOZ RYAN  

   RICHARD PECK  

   SARAH WEEKS 

 

 
 

<><><><><><><> 
 

SPECIAL NOTE 
 

New Box Lunch Selections  for 2010 

 

Grilled Chicken Sandwich 

 

Roasted Turkey Sandwich 

 

Tuna Salad Sandwich on ciabatta bread 

 

Vegetarian Delight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, APRIL 16, 2010 

 

 

 

Directions to Conference Hotel 
 

       The Marriott Hunt Valley Inn is located just east 

    of I-83, Shawan Road, Adjacent to the Hunt Valley  

   Business Community.  

      Take I-695 (the Baltimore Beltway) to Exit #24  

   (I-83).  Follow I-83 to Exit #20A, Shawan Road at 

   Hunt Valley.  Hotel is on your right. 



  

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

    

   

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* CT=Classroom Teacher; RS=Reading Specialist; A=Administrator;  

   CS=College Student; CE=College Educator; TI=Title I; P=Parent 

         

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

    

   

    

  

2010 SoMIRAC Conference Registration    
                         No On Site Registration   

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
   Last    First   MI  
Address _______________________________________________________________________
  

______________________________________________________    _____________________ 
 City    State   ZIP  Local Council 

Home:______________    Office:______________    FAX: ______________  E-mail:  _____________________ 

Please check all that are current:  Presenter  State Officer  State Chair  Local Pres. Past State Pres       

Please check the appropriate box:        

             Undergrad/ Aide/Retiree 

    Regular Member      Member                            Non Member 
 Full Conference (Wed., Thurs., Fri.)    $130.00  _____    $105.00   _____      $180.00 _____ 

 Wednesday and Thursday   $ 105.00  _____       $85.00   _____      $155.00 _____ 

 Thursday and Friday           $ 105.00  _____         $85.00   _____      $155.00 _____ 

 Wednesday and Friday           $ 105.00  _____      $85.00   _____      $155.00 _____ 

 Wednesday ONLY           $  70.00  _____      $50.00   _____      $120.00 _____ 

 Thursday ONLY           $  70.00  _____      $50.00   _____      $120.00 _____ 

 Friday ONLY            $  70.00  _____      $50.00   _____      $120.00 _____ 

Special Functions 

 Box Lunch:  Make Selections Below  

NOTE NEW SELECTIONS 

 Wednesday                       $  15.00  _____      $ 15.00  _____      $ 15.00  _____ 

  Tuna Chicken   Turkey   Veggie 

 Thursday                    $  15.00  _____      $ 15.00  _____      $ 15.00  _____ 

  Tuna Chicken   Turkey  Veggie 

 Friday                                      $  15.00  _____      $ 15.00  _____      $ 15.00  _____ 

  Tuna Chicken   Turkey   Veggie 

 

 Authors’ Night  (Thursday  Evening)   $ 20.00 ______              $ 20.00  _____      $ 20.00  _____            

      Please Indicate Level Requested 
Primary  Intermediate  Middle/High  
 
 Poetry Jam Dinner  (Wednesday)        $ 30.00  _____      $ 30.00  _____     $ 30.00  _____ 

 Books and Breakfast (Thursday)          $ 20.00 _____      $ 20.00  _____                   $ 20.00  _____ 

 Storyteller’s Breakfast (Friday)           $ 20.00 _____      $ 20.00  _____                   $ 20.00  _____ 

 

   TOTAL          $__________                 $__________             $___________ 
 

Check if a vegetarian meal is required. 

Check here if you have a disablilty and require special assistance.  You will be contacted by SoMIRAC. 
 
Make checks payable to SoMIRAC.   
Mail  to:  Ellen Dysart, 1046 E. Schumaker Manor Drive, Salisbury, MD  21804 

Payment MUST accompany registration form.   

Refunds require a written request made PRIOR to April 6, 2010.  There will be a $20.00 processing fee.  After 
April 6, 2010, no meal refunds will be issued. 

 
All registrations must be postmarked by April 8, 2010.   

On-line Registration opens early January 2010:  www.somirac.org                                            

BOSSES’ BREAKFAST (Wednesday)  Limited to first 300 people!  Each faculty member must purchase his/

her own ticket.  Your boss attends FREE!  Please include a separate check for the Bosses‟ Breakfast.  If a separate 

check is not included, there will be NO refund should the Bosses‟ Breakfast be closed.   

   I am enclosing a separate check for $20.00 for the Bosses’ Breakfast.   

       My Boss is ______________________________   Please attempt to seat us with _______________County. 



 

 

SoMIRAC 

1046 E. Schumaker Manor Drive 

Salisbury MD  21804 
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PLEASE NOTE 

 
 Our conference will once again be three full days.  Our “Bring Your Boss to Breakfast” function will be held on 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010.  As this is a sponsored event with limited seating, be sure to register early.  Please be aware that this 

event fills quickly, usually by the second week of February.   

 

 The conference program and registration procedures will be posted on the SoMIRAC web site in early January.  Go to 

the site listed below, click on “SoMIRAC Conference 2010” and follow the directions to view the program, to download a print 

version, or to register online.  All members are encouraged to register online.  Your user name is your first initial, lastname 

(edysart).  Your password will be sent to the email address you used when you joined your local council this year.  If you 

did not give an email address, you will not be able to register online.  Nonmembers are also encouraged to register online 

by clicking on the nonmember registration form.   

 

  

 www.SoMIRAC.org  

 BOX LUNCH SELECTIONS for 2010 
All boxed lunches include selection of sandwich, gourmet potato chips, whole fresh fruit, home style cookie or 

brownie, soft drink or bottled water. 
 

Grilled Chicken Sandwich—grilled chicken sandwich with brie cheese, bacon and plum sauce, served on grain bread 

 

Roasted Turkey Sandwich—roasted turkey breast with sliced cheddar cheese and pommery grain mustard served on 

grain bread 

 

Tuna Salad Sandwich—Old Bay albacore tuna salad with fresh leaf lettuce and sliced tomato on ciabatta roll 

 

Vegetarian Delight—mozzarella, tomatoes, field greens, basil pesto and balsamic glaze served in grain wrap 

 


